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Blockade of Silence About Irag
Deadline Continues

Now that Biden went to Chi-
cago to launch a nationwide debate
on the pros and cons of Bidenomics,
people are asking everyday when
the final deadline for withdrawal for
the last deployment of U.S.-based
men stationed in Iraq is going to ar-
rive. All the capitalist politicians on
the campaign trail of both parties are
unanimous in their silence.

Before 1966, there was no

guaranteed right for journalists, re-
searchers, or the average citizen to
access government agency files.
However, on July 4th of that year, the
Freedom of Information Act was
signed into law, changing this. U.S.
Representative John Moss, who is
considered the father of the act, fought
for over ten years to establish the right
to access official documents. His ef-
forts led to the recognition of this right

asa fundamental freedom, alongside
speech, religion, and assembly. On
June 30, 2016, President Barack
Obama celebrated the 50th anniver-
sary of FOIA by signing the FOIA
Improvement Act of 2016. This new
law, which received unanimous sup-
port from the Senate and the House,
strengthens the act and promotes
transparency in government.
Where is the transparency?

Letters to the Mass Workers' Press

As the Chicago branch of the
Workers Party has been expanding
its work across Chicagoland, it has
been receiving a growing number of
communications expressing support
for and appreciation of the publica-
tions of the Workers Party.

Many correspondents have

said that they had a chance to follow
the publications over a long period of
time and agreed that they were of great
service to the spontaneous struggles
the people have been carrying out.
Hailing the draft political pro-
gram that is circulated widely by by
the Workers Party, many also stated

that they were extremely pleased to
see adocument which scientifically
elaborates the human and political
rights historically asserted by the
American people because these are
the burning practical problems to be
taken up for solution.

U.S. Militarization of Australia

A recent seminar at the Uni-
versity of Sydney's U.S. Studies
Centre (USSC) shed light on the
U.S. International Traffic in Arms
Regulations (ITAR), which provides
Washington and the Pentagon with
absolute control over Australia's ar-
mameents and all its military equip-
ment.

The U.S. Department of State
strictly controls all autchorization re-

garding ITAR, and only U.S. citizens
or direct U.S. control are allowed ac-
cess to it. This control is evident
through the strategic employment of
U.S. citizens in Australia's defense in-
dustries, particularly in South Austra-
lia. The U.S. controls and monopo-
lizes defense matters such as satellite
technology, and its share declined
from 83% to 50% in 2008. The U.S.
then removed satellite technology

from ITAR listings in 2013 to avoid
unnecessary publicity and concern
aboutits role.

ITAR treats top-tier U.S. allies
such as Australia the same way as
lesser strategic partners. Recent re-
gional re-organization of defense and
security provision by the Pentagon
has raised concerns about the up-
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Militarization of Australia

grading of the U.S.-Japan alliance
into a global alliance, while other
coucntries including South Korea,
Taiwan, Singapore, and Vietnam are
now categorized as lower-level
partne rs.

Today, the Pentagon is fortify-
ing an expanded network of bases
stretching from the Cocos Islands in
the Indian Ocean across northern
Australia. In2021, the U.S. signed
a trilateral military agreement be-
tween itself, Australia, and UK, called
AUKUS. The U.S. also recently
signed a defense agreement with
Papua New Guinea and demands
permanent control over sensitive ar-
eas in Micronesia as part of the Is-
land Chain strategy. U.S. policy-
makers rely on NATO as a primary
bridge for U.S. influence in Europe,
on the forward deployment of U.S.
troops in Asia to project U.S. eco-
nomic interests, etc. U.S. imperial-
ism is keeping the whole of the
Middle East militarized and waging
a continuous war against Iraq in or-
der to keep its armies in the region
and maintain control over this stra-
tegic and oil-rich part of the world.

The recent defense review
claims that close cooperation and
interoperability with the U.S. is cen-
tral to achieving balance and stabil-
ity in the Indo-Pacific. As is well
known, "interoperability" is the big
buzzword of the day which means
surrendering sovereign decision-
making capabilities to whatever
provocations or first-strikes the U.S.
wants to launch. It stands for more
militarized relations under which the
Australian Defence Force will be
tasked with mounting missile strikes
and amphibious assaults far from its

mainland. Nuclear submarines, B52
bombers carrying nuclear weapons,
U.S. and UK war warships will be in
Australian ports permanently. Far
from preventing war in the region as
claimed in Washington, total control
of military equipment will be with the
Pentagon, who will provide the or-
ders for war.

Atthe same time, the U.S. rep-
resentatives in the House and Sen-
ate, along with the U.S. media and
monopoly corporations, are promot-
ing clusters of lies about the benefits
of AUKUS and nuclear submarines,
similar to the clusters of lies about
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.
Although AUKUS and nuclear sub-
marines make Australia a target in the
event of awar between the U.S. and
China, the U.S has nothing to offer in
compensation but pious promises to
fulfill an unwanted "responsibility to
protect." U.S.-Australian military al-
liances aim at turning Australia into a
helpless client state and an instrument
of U.S. aggression against other
countries.

In the coming months, U.S.
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imperlialism is bound to further es-
calate its worldwide military provo-
cations. Itis the duty of the Ameri-
can people to stop it. In the course
of'this urgent struggle, we must or-
ganize the independent political
movement of the people. Such a
movement must be directed against
the parties of war and imperialism and
aim to bring to power a new gov-
ernment, a people's government. We
can and must put a stop to
imperialism's "war without end" by
carrying through a fundamental
change in U.S. foreign policy — by
withdrawing all U.S. troops stationed
abroad and recognizing the sovereign
equality of every country.

The real purpose behind the
massive U.S. militarization drive is to
reverse the victories of the demo-
cratic, anti-imperialist revolutions of
the peoples which have dealt ham-
mer blows to the imperialist system
over the last 75 years and more.

Death to the War Machine
and Aggressive Military Pacts of
U.S. Imperialism!

U.S. Imperialism, Go Home!
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