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Robbery at the
Gas Pump!

Price-gouging by thebig oil
monopoliesisbreaking thebudgets
of millionsof working people.

OnMay 2,theU.S. Depart-
ment of Energy reported that the
averagepriceof agallon of gasin
the U.S. was $3.96. Many fami-
lieswith 2 wage-earnersare pend-
ing over $100/week just to get to
work. Small businesses are pass-
ing the increased price of gasto
consumers. Many public school
districtsare being forced to spend
millions of dollarsto buy gasfor
buses. Many familiesaresuffering
asaresult of the heavy burden of
winter heating bills.

Theexorbitant pricesfor gas
and oil are not due to any short-
ages. Explorationfor oil and gasas
well asthedeve opment of refinery
capacity and other processes
needed to deliver the product are
carried out over long periodsand
theamount of gasavailableat any
given time is not dependent on
momentary fluctuations.

The real problem is price-
gouging by thebig oil capitalists.
For example, from 1999 to 2004,
theall refineriesnearly doubled their
profitson gasolinefrom 22.6 cents/
gallon to 40.8 cents. Between
2001-2005, the top five oil com-
paniesintheU.S. grabbed nearly
$280 hillionin profits. (Seetesti-
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Building the Mass Workers’

Press

Building TheWorker isthe ba-
sic task which theWorkers Party has
taken up inthe present period.

Building theworkers own press
isadecisiveand permanent part of the
work of devel oping the independent
working class movement. Through
their press, theworkers present their
amsand programto society, unitethelr
own ranksand mobilizethe broadest
sections of the people in support of
their program. Throughtheir press, the
working classand its Party carry out

thetheoretica and ideol ogical work
necessary to advance theworkers
struggleand create conditionsfor the
socidig transformation of society. In
additiontothispolitical andideologi-
cal role, theworkers pressplaysan
important organizationd role, provid-
ing ascaffolding around which the
workers build their independent
movement.

Atthistime, theworkers press
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Iraqis Protest U.S.

Growing strugglesdemandingan
endtotheU.S. occupation aretaking
placethroughout Iraq.

OnApril 9 —the eight-year an-
niversary of U.S. troops entering
Baghdad —tensof thousandsof Iragis
took to the streetsin Baghdad and put
forward demandsincludingfor anend
to the U.S. occupation and for Prime
Minister Mdiki to step down. Orge-
nizerssaid that thedemongrationswill
continue every Friday until the de-
mands are met. In Mosul, hundreds
of people have been gathering in the
Streets every day since April 7th to
demand an end to the U.S. military
presence in Irag and have vowed to
continuetheir protestsuntil U.S. forces
leave the country. These demonstra-
tions are following on the hedls of a
wave of anti-occupation protests in

Occupation

citiesand townsthroughout the coun-
try which beganinlate February.
InApril, U.S. Secretary of State
Robert Gatesand other U.S. officials
admitted to plansto keep U.S. troops
inIrag beyond the promised Decem-
ber 31 deadlinefor withdrawal. Once
again, extended deadlinesand prom-
isesfor the phased withdrawal of U.S.
troops are being used by U.S. impe-
rialismto buy timeto build up apup-
pet army in Iraq and defeat theresis-
tance.
ButitisU.S.imperiaismwhich
will be defeated in Iraq because the
Iragi people areresisting. Thelragis
will win becausethey arefighting for
freedom and independence and this
causeisstronger that thegreatest mili-
tary power intheworld which fights
only for colonialism and domination.
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Robbery!

mony of Tyson Socum of Public Citi-
zen before Senate Committee, Feb-
ruary 2006). With additional price
increases this year, Exxon Mobil
grabbed $7.5billionin profitsinthe
3 months of January, February, and
March (up 69% over the same pe-
riod last year); Shell grabbed $6.3
billion (up 30% over the same pe-
riod last year); Chevron grabbed
$6.2 billion (up 36%); Conoco
Phillips grabbed $3 billion (up
43%), etc. Yet even these profits
were not enough and during April
the companiesraised pricesnearly
10%.

The root problem is that a
handful of giant companies domi-
nate all facets of the oil and gas
industry —exploration, production,
refining, transportation, retail
sales, etc. For example, just 10
companies(including ExxonMohil,
Chevron, ConocoPhillips, BP and
Shell) control 83% of our country's
refinery capacity. Thesegiant capi-
talistsusetheir monopoly position
to extort ever-higher prices out of
the American people.

TheAmerican peoplewill con-
tinueto pay ransom for such neces-
Stiesasheat and transportation until
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we challengeand restrict the power
of themonopolies.

Oil and gas are natural re-
sourceswhich, by right, belongtothe
peopl e of our country. Theoil and
gas industries have been created
through public investment and the
collectivelabor of thecountry. These
resources must be put in service of
thepeople.

Asafirst step, theavailability
and cost of such necessitiesasgas
and heating oil cannot beleft tothe
arbitrary upsand downsof themar-
ket or the price-gouging of the capi-
talist monopolies.

Thegovernment must take con-
trol over oil and gaspricingand dis-
tribution, regulating productionin
order to guaranteetheavailability of
thesecommoditiesat thelowest pos-
sbleprice.

To fundamentally solve the
problem, the oil and gasindustries
must be taken out of the hands of
the capitalists and returned to the
public. These industries must be
run on the basis of meeting the
needs of the people and protecting
the environment, not asameans of
maximizing profitsfor the capital -
ists.

Mass Workers’
Press
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istaking up the specific tasksof op-
posing the reactionary, anti-social
agendaof thebourgeoiseaswdll as
isolating thoseforceswhich keeptry-
ingtocreateillusonsinthecapitaist
classandthe capitaist system.

Intheview of theWorkersParty,
ideological work and ideological
struggle are decisive fronts of the
classgtruggleat thistime. Intheface
of the counter-revolutionary on-
daught of theworld bourgeoisie, the
working classisaccumulating new
forces and preparing for the inevi-
tableriseof therevolutionary move-
ment. Thusthequestion of theguid-
ing line—of the clarity of thework-
ers about the causes of their exploi-
tation and oppression, about the
changes the workers must make in
society in order to emanci patethem-
selves, about the strategy and tactics
of their struggle — is of paramount
importance. The Workers Party
holds that the emancipation of the
working classistheact of thework-
ers themselves and this means that
the successof themovement depends
in the first place on the internal
strength of theworking class—onits
political unity, ideological clarity
and organizationa solidity.

Read the Anti-Imperialist News Service on-line at

www.anti-imperialist.org

Updates, Features, Reference Material,

Archives, and Pamphlets
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History of U.S. Policy in the Middle East

norities or outside pressure.”
Truman, after reading the early
draftsof hisDoctrine submitted by
hisadvisors, commented that they
"made the wholething sound like
aninvestment prospectus.”

During theadministrationsof
Truman and Eisenhower, the U.S.
repeatedly resorted to direct inter-
ventionto "protect” itsoil empire.

In 1953 the CIA organized a
coup d'etat in Iranto overthrow the
M ossadegh government, whichhed
nationdized Britishand Americanoil
interests. The CIA murdered and
arrested thousands of Iraniansand
ingtalled amonarchy headed by the
son of theformer Shah. The new
monarchrewarded theAmericanail
consortium of Standard Oil,
Texaco, Gulf and Socony Mobil
with 40% ownership of Iranianail.
Gulf Qil, for it part, rewarded
Kermit Roosevelt, the CIA manin
charge of the coup, with acorpo-
rate vice presidency. John Foster
Dulles, Secretary of State at the
time of the coup, and his brother
AllenDulles, head of the CIA, con-
tinued to reap their rewardsasthe
law firm representing the Standard
Oil interests.

IN1956, theU.S. putitstroops
on full scaenuclear dert to assst
Isradl initsseizure of Egypt's Suez
Canal, and in 1958, Eisenhower
dispatched 14,000 U.S. marinesto
Lebanon to suppress the nationa
revolutionary movement thereand
to restore to power the pro-imperi-
alist Phalange based government.

U.S. imperialism also
worked to build up various reac-
tionary regimesin theregion, in
order to use them against the

revolutionary liberation movements
of the Arab masses. As early as
1947, the U.S. signed the Tripartite
Agreement, under which it began
supplying armsto Israel under the
Mutual Security Program Act of
1951, $3billioninmilitary aid was
supplied to Greece, Turkey, Iran,
Lebanon, Syria, Saudi Arabia and
Israel in order to "facilitate collec-
tive security and to help maintain
internal stability." In addition, the
U.S. provided technical aid and ad-
visorsto these regimes.

In 1954, the U.S. initiated the
Baghdad Pact asamilitary alliance
including Turkey, Pakistan, Irag and
Britain. The key committee of the
Baghdad Pact wasaspecial military
section devoted to counter insurgency.
During the 1960's, Israel and Iran
becamethemain pillarsof U.S.im-
perialism in the region. Both were
armed to the teeth by the U.S and
repeatedly used to attack thenational
liberation movements of the Arab
peoples.

The overthrow of the Shah of
Iran in 1978 destabilized U.S.
imperiaism'snetwork of aliancesin
theregion. Since 1978, the U.S. has
frantically sought to project itsown
military force into the Gulf and to
strengthenitsmilitary allianceswith
other reactionary Arab regimes. Im-
mediately after thelranianrevolution,
Jmmy Carter re-enunciated the de-
termination of U.Simperidisntouse
itsown military forceinthe Persian
Gulf to "protect vitd U.S. interests,”
i.e,, tomaintain control of theimmense
oil wedth. Toinsureimperidism'sabil-
ity tointervene, Carter established the
Rapid Deployment Force, aspecial
detachment of the U.S. military
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trained as a mobile, quick-strike
counter insurgency force. During
the Reagan administration, the
Rapid Deployment Force was up-
graded to command status, re-
named the Central Command
Force and its troop strength in-
creased by 50% to over 300,000.

Also during the 1980's, the
U.S. set up air and naval basesin
Bahrain, Oman, Saudi Arabia, So-
malia, the Sudan and theisland of
Diego GarciaintheIndian Ocean.
Ontheinitiativeof theU.S., Saudi
Arabiaorganized the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council in 1981 and the Joint
Military Command of the GCCin
1982, tointegratethe armiesof the
smaller Gulf states with the Saudi
armedforces.

During the 1980's, U.S. impe-
rialism repeatedly carried out mili-
tary interventionsand strikesagaingt
the peoples of theMiddle East. In
1980, Carter launched the aborted
invasion of Iran, linking a"hostage
rescuemission” with plansfor amili-
tary coup to replacethe Khomeini
government. In 1982-83, Reagan
dispatched tensof thousandsof U.S.
marines to Lebanon and ordered
U.S. warships to bomb the Leba-
nese people. Reagan also carried
out theterrorist night timebombard-
ments of Libya and dispatched a
hugewar flotillatothe Gulf in 1987,
toassist Iragqinitswar against Iran.
During this period, the U.S. also
stepped upitscollaborationwith Is-
ragli zionism, financing and ingtigat-
ing itsaggression against L ebanon,
aswell asitsgenocida war to crush
the Palestinian liberation strugglein
the West Bank and Gaza. (to be
continued)



The Worker Update

On the History of U.S. Policy in the Middle East

Below we provide some back-
groundonU.S. palicy intheMiddle
East whichfirst appearedinaprevi-
ousissueof TheWorker.

At theend of the second World
War, U.S. imperialismreplaced the
British as the dominant colonial
power intheMiddle East.

In 1947, the official "United
States Petroleum Policy™ put forward
by aspecid Interdepartmenta Com-
mittee of the federal government,
declared that the U.S. goalsin the
Middle East were to "seek the re-
mova or modification of existing bar-
riers(legd, contractua or otherwise)
totheexpansonof Americanforeign
oil operationsand facilitatetheentry
or re-entry of privateforeign capita
into countrieswherethe absence of
such capital inhibits oil develop-
ment..."

Thereport specifically mapped
out the government's task as
"promote(ing) theentry of additiona
Americanfirmsintod| phasesof for-
eign oil operations." As Truman's
Assistant Secretary of State of Near
Eastern, South Asian and African
Affairs, George McGhee, pointed
out, the big "threat" to the penetra-
tionof U.S. firms"lay inthepossibil-
ity of ahandful of nationalist |leaders

moving to upset regimeswhichwere
relatively inept and corrupt. ... The
Committee agreed that although a
country hasasovereignright to na
tiondizeitsindudtries, it doesnot fol-
low that acountry should exercisethis
right and was of the opinion that all
feasible methods of persuasion
should be used to induce acountry
consdering nationalization of itspe-
troleumindustry torefrainfromsuch
acorporatenationalization.”

By 1956, the U.S. oil compa-
nies had gained control over 60% of
theArabian oil. Today, despitethe
wave of oil nationalizationswhich
deprived foreign companiesof direct
ownership of theoil resourcesof vari-
ousArab countries, thegiant U.S.
monopolies, through "buy back™
agreements, operating and licensing
arrangementsand anear monopoly
on therefining, transport and mar-
keting of ail, continueto play adomi-
nant role in the control of Middle
Easternand world ail.

TheU.S. government, in order
tofulfill itsstated misson " promoting
the entry of additional American
firms" intotheMiddleEast and "re-
movingd| barriers' totheU.S. domi-
nation of Middle Eastern cil, has1)
repeatedly projected its military
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power directly into theregion, car-
ried out aggression against theArab
peoples and sought to establish and
fortify itspermanent military presence
and 2) built up aliancesand client
regimesamong thereactionary Arab
ruling classesaswell aswiththeex-
pansionist state of Isragl.
ThefirstlargescaeU.S. inter-
ventioninthe post war Middle East
wasinlranin1946. InAzerbaijan,
northern Iran, the masses rose up
against the Shah, aformer collabo-
rator with Hitler, and aloya watch-
dog of Britishand Americanail inter-
essintheMiddle East. Robert Grow,
major general intheU.S. army, di-
rected the Shah's suppression of the
Azerbaijan uprising. In October
1946, the U.S. Joint Chiefsof Staff,
declaringtheir intentiontogotowar,
if necessary, to thwart the Iranian
peopl€'s revolutionary movement,
plainly satedtheU.S. objectives. "the
Joint Chiefsof Staff consider that as
asourceof oil Iranisan areaof ma-
jor strategicinterest tothe U.S." In
an early version of the "domino
theory," the Joint Chiefsalsowarned
that the"loss" of Iran would threeten
Aramco'svast oil holdingsin Saudi
Arabia, "astupendous source of stra-
tegic power, and one of the greatest
materia prizesinworld history."
TheU.S. palicy of intervention
intheMiddle East wascodifiedinthe
Truman Doctrine, which declared
imperidism'sintentionto " protect” by
any and every meansincluding mili-
tary, theMiddle East's" great natural
resources"’ and the pro-imperialist
governments"who areresisting at-
tempted subjugation by armed mi-
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