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Moratorium

on the Debt

The Workers Party has
called for amoratorium oninterest
paymentson thefederd debt. Such
amoratoriumwould immediately
freeup hundredsof billionsof dol-
larswhichthegovernment must use
to guaranteeinvestmentsin Medi-
care, Medicaid, education, welfare
and other social programs so ur-
gently needed by the masses of
American people. Such amorato-
riumisanimportant stepinresolv-
ingthe"deficit crigs' and changing
thedirection of theeconomy infa-
vor of the people.

To seemore clearly what
isat stake, let usagain examinethe
origin and character of theon-go-
ing debt and deficit crisis.

To beginwiththegovern-
ment hasgoneinto debt precisely
becauseit allowed the big corpo-
rationsto plunder the public trea-
sury. During thelast 15 years, the
federa government'stotal debt has
grown by some$8trillion. Yet dur-
ing these 15 years, the government
has spent $7.7 trillion on the mili-
tary alone (not counting billions
more spent on nuclear weapons,
funding for NASA, the billions
spent for the Department of
Homeland Security and billions
spent in "supplemental funds' for
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Thevery fact that, under capi-
talism, the working classis an ex-
ploited and oppressed classforcesthe
workerstowageatwo-fold struggle,
to continuoudy and at the sametime
fightfor socid reformsand socid revo-
[ution.

Theworkershave no choicebut
tofight for reformsin order toamelio-
ratether exploitation and oppression
and improvetheir conditions. At the
same time, the workers continually
aspire to and struggle for an end to
their existence asan exploited and op-
pressed class — that is they can not
but seek their emancipation through
the revolutionary struggle to over-
throw the social relationswhich en-
davethem.

Inthe U.S., bourgeoisideology
haslong tried to erect awall between
thesetwo aspectsof theworking class
movement and inthisway liquidate
both the strugglefor reformsaswell
asthestrugglefor socia revolution.

Liberdismand socid democracy
loveto promote themselvesascham-
pions of the immediate, partial
struggles of theworkersand people.
But their very starting pointistoinsst
that the workers must renounce the
general amsof their movement and
thestrugglefor socid revolution. They
never tireof curangsocidism, ridicul-
ing workers for "day-dreaming” of
emancipation and insisting that such
aspirationsinterferewiththe"day-to-
day", pragmatic businessof reforms.

Samuel Gompers, the grandfather
of bourgeoistrade unionisminthe
U.S., formulated this program un-
der the slogan: "the aim is noth-
ing, themovement iseverything."

Itiseasy enoughto seethat lib-
eralism and social democracy look
ontheworking classasadaveclass,
aclasseternally destined to be ex-
ploited and oppressed by the capi-
taigts. Inrenouncingthegenerd ams
of themovement, liberalism and so-
cia democracy deny that thework-
ersarea"class-for-themselves," a
classwithitsownmissionand own
political agenda

But precisely becauseliberal-
ism and social democracy suppress
theindependent politicsof thework-
ing class, they inevitably disrupt and
liquidatenot only thestrugglefor so-
cial revolution but also thestruggle
for reforms. Social democracy and
liberalism continual ly seek to subor-
dinatetheworkers movement tothe
politicsof thebourgeoisie. Thusthe
strugglefor reformsisnot conducted
developed on the basisof theclass
struggle—on the basis of theinde-
pendent strength and organi zation of
the workers themselves — but on
the basis of classcompromiseand
conciliation, by relying on the
"reasonableness’ and "charity" of
the capitalists. In the trade union
movement, Richard Trumka ex-
presses this line by insisting that
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Moratorium on the Debt

thewarsin Irag and Afghanistan.)
Trillions morein direct hand-outs
aswell astax loopholes have also
gone into the coffers of big busi-
ness. Score one for the capitalist
class.

Roundtwo. Having dlowed
thecorporationsto stuff themselves
at the publictrough and put the gov-
ernment indebt, thepoliticiansturned
around and financed thisdelbt by bor-
rowing money from the big banks
andWall Streetinvestment firms. But
wheredo thefundswhich comprise
theseloans comefrom? These bil-
lionsof dollarsloaned by the bank-
erstothegovernment arenot part of
the personal wealth of the bankers
but rather aportion of thesocia capi-
tal of the whole country, which in
theform of individual and business
savings, had been concentrated and
accumulated in the banks. Yet, in
the hands of the bankersthese bil-
lions function as private capital —
asameansthrough which the bank-
ersenrichthemsaves. Thus whilethe
monies|oaned to thegovernment by
the bankerswerein fact public re-
sources, the interest payments re-
ceived by thebanksare purely prof-
its which accrue to the individual
bankers. Score number two for the
capitdistclass.

Over thelast 15 years, the
government'stota debt aswell asits
annua interest payment on thisdebt
have both continued to soar —each
feedingtheother inaviciouscycle.
Every year the government pays
some$300 hillionininterest to the
big bankers. Score number threefor
thecapitdids.

Asthedebt and deficit crisis
deepened, the bankers, to insure

the security of their loans, issued
the battle cry to "balance the bud-
get" by slashing social spending.
And the Democratic and Republi-
can party politicians — loyal sol-
diers for the bankers — have
marched to this drum beat, drasti-
cally cutting Medicare, Medicaid,
education and other vital social
investments. Whilethe politicians
are trampling the rights of the
people underfoot, they have de-
clared, over and over again, that
the government must uphold its
"creditworthiness’ by meeting its
"obligationsand commitments’ to
the bankers. Score number four for
the capitalists.

Insum, the government has
helped to create and solidify the po-
stionof theWall Street money-lend-
ersas aparasitic class of coupon-
clippers — usurers — who have a
legal title to receive every year a
hefty portion of the wealth pro-
duced by our country and its
people. Thesolemn™obligationand
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commitment"” of the politiciansis
to ensurethat these parasites—lit-
erally inthemanner of feudal lords
—receive their annual tithe out of
the public treasury.

Itisthisclass of parasites
and thegovernment's” commitment
and obligation” toit whicharesuck-
ing thelifeblood out of theworking
classand stifling the progressand
development of our country. Our
country doesnot lack theresources
and the government does not lack
thefundsto guaranteethe economic
rightsand well-being of the people.
By cutting the parasitic money-lend-
ersoff the body of society, wecan
begin to reinvigorate our economy
anddirectitinserviceof thepeople.
Asafirst step, by declaringamora-
torium on interest paymentsto the
Wall Street bankers, we put hun-
dredsof billionsof dollarsat thedis-
posal of society asawholeand use
these resourcesto makethe social
investments needed to guaranteethe
rightsof the people.

Building The Worker

cd andideologicd work cutsthrough
themuck and confusion of the bour-
geoisie and empowerstheworkers
and peopleto comeforward actively
inthefight for their own emancipa
tion.

But thework does not stop
with theinvestigation or theclarifi-
cation of variousquestions. Thisis
only thestarting point fromwhichthe
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Party's theory must be vigorously
and continuoudly takenamongst the
peopleinorder totrandateitintored
consciousnessand organization of the
people.

Thekey thingisthat building
the massworkers press meanstak-
inginitiativeto conscioudy helpcre-
atethesubjectiveconditionsfor revo-
[ution.
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theworkers first concern must be
with the “competitiveness and
productivity of American capital-
ism." Similarly, inthestrugglesto
guarantee secure pensionsfor the
working classor theright to health
care, social democracy and liber-
alism begin by renouncing these
rightsand theindependent struggle
to win these rights by struggling
against the privileges of private
property in the means of produc-
tion. Instead they try to forcethe
workers to swallow the ideology
of the capitalistswhichinsiststhat
"Social Security is going bank-
rupt” or "our country can't afford
the privilege of universal health
care." On this basis they reduce
the political struggle for reforms
to embroiling workers in
sguabbles over how much will be
cut or what section of workerswill
suffer themost. In practical poli-
tics, social democracy and liber-
alismarenothing but theinfluence
of the Democratic Party in ranks
of theworkers.

Oneof thedirtiest deedsof so-
cia democracy andliberdismisthat
inembracing bourgeoispoliticsand
renouncing the class aims of the
workers, they create splits, pitting
different sections of the workers
against one another. For example,
timeand again thelabor aristocracy
has supposedly "defended” thein-
terests of the most skilled or most
senior sections of thetrade unions
at the expense of younger or less
skilled workers. Thuscontractsare
sgneddlegedly guarantying thepay
scales of the most senior workers
whilealowingthecapitdiststohire
a"second tier" of workers at sub-
gantialy lower wages.

Inevitably of course, not only
are the new hires super-exploited
but companiesfind every excusefor
firing and eliminating the most se-
nior workers precisely in order to
replace them with lower-paid sec-
ond tier workers.

Various currents of anarchism
and | eft sectarianism promote them-
selvesasdternativesto socid democ-
racy and liberalism by beating their
chests about their devotion to the
cause of revolution. Such sectstake
asther sarting point, asa"principle,”
renunciation of any partiad sruggleand
even utter theword "reform” asif itis
acurseword. Thelunacy of their poli-
ticsisthat whiletoday they areagaingt
thetrade unionsand the struggleto
lessen capitalist exploitation by win-
ning higher wages, they aredlegedly
for "higher wages' later — that is
after the revolution. Their slogan
boils down to: "Starve today but
edt pie-in-the-sky tomorrow." Simi-
larly, such windbags oppose
strugglesagainst particular wars by
asserting that "war is inevitable"
under capitalism.

But for all their posturing, these
"super-revolutionaries’ refusetollift
evenafinger againg thecapitdigsand
their politics. Just like socia-democ-
racy and liberalism—only from the
other side- they look ontheworking
class as a dlave class, incapable of
mounting struggle against capitalist
exploitationand reaction. Rather than
recognizing the people and their
movement as the decisive forcein
society and helping to provide the
workers real, actual movement with
political independence, these" | eftigts'
st onthesidelinescursing themove-
mentitself.
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Thusfor al their "heated op-
position” to "reformism,” these
pseudo-revolutionaries, arereally
the biggest conciliators with and
promoters of social democracy
and liberalism. According to their
logic, since the struggle for re-
forms belongsto the bourgeoisie,
socia-democracy and liberalism
are the natural and rightful lead-
ers of these movements. In other
words they assist social democ-
racy in trying to lead the struggle
into the dead-end of Democratic
Party politics.

Such apolitics—whichisre-
ally more religious than political
—not only disruptsthe strugglefor
reforms. It also undermines the
movement for social revolution
because it slows down the orga-
nization of theworking classasa
"class-for-itself." It is precisely
through the struggleto assert itsdlf,
toimproveitsconditionsand pro-
vide aperspectivethat constitutes
areal-life alternative to the capi-
talists that the workers gain
strength, organizethemsalves, rally
the whole people around the pro-
gramfor progress and accumul ate
forcesfor the social revolution.

Morethan afew sincereactiv-
istshave not yet seen how to break
downthewall between theimmedi-
ate strugglesof theworkersand the
general aims of the movement. In
present conditions, many such ac-
tivists — in the face of the objec-
tive retreat of revolution and try-
ing to reject themorbid intellectu-
alism and sideline pamphl eteering
of theanarchists—claimto be"im-
mersing" themselves in so-called
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Building The Worker

Building The Worker isthe
basi c task which the Workers Party
hastaken upin the present period.

Thistask involvesrecognition
of the need to carry on continuous
investigation of thesocia, economic
and political conditions. The point of

theinvedtigationistoprofoundly bring
out the features and causes of the
anti-socid agendaand hep makethe
peopl e consciousof their ownaims
and agenda. At thistime, when the
intensifying contradictionsare caus-
ing tensof millionsof peopleto ask

fundamental questionsand seek an-
swers, theParty must fulfill itsroleof
devel oping the contemporary Marx-
ist-Leninist theory which can orient
the working class movement for
emancipation. The Party'stheoreti-
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"partial or immediate struggles.”
Such activists think that they are
immune to social-democracy and
liberalismand are, at the sametime,
inoculating themselves against | eft
sectarian by "integrating wherethe
people are at."

But the balance sheet shows
that thisisnot asolution, not away
to devel op theindependent working
classmovement. Infact, thebaance
sheet showsthat without building up
theworkers movement onthebasis
of itsownthinking, organization and
program, thestrugglesarediverted
into sidelineactions, liquidated and
prey toliberaism.

Simultaneoudy developing the
two-fold struggle for reforms and
revolutionisadecisive part of ori-
enting theworking classmovement.

Thekey thingistheenunciation
and devel opment of theindependent
classaimsand political program of
theworkers.

TheWorkersParty hasalways
paid utmost attention to working out
such a concrete program and con-
cretepolitics, based onthe general
aims of the working class move-
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ment and the concrete conditions.
In the present conditions, when the
bourgeoisoffensveremainsinhigh
gear, our Party has formulated the
immediate program of "economic
rights, democratic renewal and a
democratic foreign policy.”

Thisprogram meetsthe chal-
lengeof thebourgeoisoffensve, mo-
bilizesthe people onthebasisof the
problemswhich aredemanding so-
lution and, at the sametime, brings
into play theindependent and ener-
gizing role of theworking classand
itsmissonto crestethenew socialist
society. Thisimmediateprogramams
at overcoming spontaneity and
breaking thelimitationsimposed on
the movement, at transforming the
movement from being merely "reac-
tive" to being pro-active. It amsto
bring theworkersand broad sections
of peopletothesocial front, arrayed
against thebourgeoise and challeng-
ing the foundations of the private
property inthe meansof production
and the capitalist state. Thispolitics
bringstheclassto the point of social
revolution.

By organizingthispoliticsonthe
day-to-day basis, the Party develops
the consciousness, organization and
independence of the workers.
While continually creating new
space for the workers and the pro-
socia political agenda, this work
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also, in turns, helps to lend mili-
tancy, direction and organization to
the spontaneous struggles and par-
tial movements which continually
break out. For example, in the
course of fighting against each and
every aggressive war launched by
U.S. imperialism, the Party helps
the movement organizeitself inde-
pendent of the capitalist
warmakers, exposestheroot of the
problem and the politics of both
Republicans and Democrats, links
together various fronts of the anti-
war struggle and builds up, in the
center of the movement, a con-
sciousand organized section capable
of carryingthestrugglethroughtothe
end.

Similarly in the trade union
movement, by continually exposing
thenew formsof exploitationimposed
on workers and developing the
movement for generalized political
solutions, the Party isableto extend
thereach of theday-to-day struggle
against exploitation and orient these
strugglesaspart of the motion of the
workersto come out as " class-for-
themsdlves" Sotoo, intheCampaign
for Economic Rights, the Party maxi-
mizesthe struggle against the bour-
geois offensive by developing an
on-going movement in which the
initiative is in the hands of the
people themselves.



