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As the Obama administra-
tion and monopoly controlled me-
dia are advertising the so-called
"end of combat operations," U.S.
imperialism is unfolding its economic
program for Iraq.

At a State Department
briefing on August 17, retiring U.S.
ambassador to Iraq, Christopher
Hill, underscored that the U.S.
wants to see an "oil law" passed in
Iraq which would open up the state
owned industry to private invest-
ment.  He emphasized that private
investment “is already there" and
that the State Department has been
finding other ways to further "stimu-
late investment."  Already, major
oilfield development contracts have
been awarded to foreign oil com-
panies including Shell and BP.  Se-
curing the passage of laws allow-
ing the privatization of Iraq's state
owned enterprises through an Iraqi
"Council of Representatives" is part
of the U.S. program of "legitimiz-
ing" the plunder of Iraq's resources
and the elimination of any and ev-
ery barrier to U.S. capitalist pen-
etration and domination in Iraq.

Since occupying the coun-
try, the U.S. military – although it
has not found any "weapons of
mass destruction" – has been quick
to see that Iraq's economic infra-
structure is turned over to Ameri-
can capitalists.  Already, U.S. com-
panies have grabbed contracts
worth billions of dollars.  In addi-

Colonization of Iraq Means War
tion, the governing administrators of
Iraq have been selling-off state-owned
enterprises (before the war virtually all
Iraqi companies were state owned
and from 1991-2003 there was no
foreign ownership).  There are already
10 major state-owned enterprises that
have been partially privatized.  Ac-
cording to Iraq's Industry Minister
Fawzi Hariri, "These are joint venture
agreements based on production shar-
ing, which means that the investor will
come to take charge of the whole fa-
cility, manage it, invest in it, develop
it, and we will share the end product
for a period of time."  In addition, lo-

cal Iraqi banks are being sold-off to
foreign banks.  In short, U.S. impe-
rialism is using its military power to
rob the wealth of Iraq and turn the
country into a U.S. colony – owned
by the U.S. capitalists and run by the
U.S. military.

In order to impose the so-
called "free market" system in Iraq
the U.S. is relying on the program of
"Might Makes Right."  While the
U.S. finds it useful to fabricate the
fiction of formal Iraqi independence,
the fact is that not only is the eco-

One of the defining human
qualities is the capacity of human be-
ings to learn and apply scientific theory.
By theory, we mean the laws inherent
in the objective, material world.
Through practical experience, sense
perception and scientific investigation,
human minds not only reflect the phe-
nomena of the world but learn the in-
ter-relationships and inner connections
of things and come to know how the
world works.

Such knowledge of theory –
of the laws governing the motion and
development of the objective, external
world – is decisive in empowering hu-
mans to change the world. Take the
every day example of an individual who
is fixing a car. He/she must rely on
knowledge about how the motor or the

The Need for Theory
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car's electric system works. Indeed,
people may and do begin working on
problems – begin changing the world
- with little knowledge of theory but in
the course of their practical activity, it
is precisely the ability of humans to
grasp the laws of motion of things
which enables them to solve problems
and effect change. Over thousands of
years, humans have continually learned
about the laws of nature in order to
cultivate crops and create modern in-
dustry. This knowledge, accumulated
over centuries, is a decisive part of the
ability of contemporary humanity to
secure its necessary means of subsis-
tence.

So too, mastering theory is a
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decisive part of the struggle of the
working class for emancipation. Since
its very emergence, the modern work-
ing class has been in motion and
struggle against capitalist exploitation
and oppression and with the aim of
gaining its emancipation. The work-
ing class has a tremendous amount of
experience under its belt, having,
amongst other things, created its trade
unions, its independent political par-
ties and even gained the first experi-
ences in building the new, socialist
societies. The task of contemporary
Marxist-Leninist theory is precisely to
generalize this experience and uncover
the laws of motion of contemporary
social and political life in order to pro-
vide illumination and orientation for the
working class movement for emanci-
pation. The workers need contempo-
rary Marxist-Leninist theory (which
lays bare the laws of motion of hu-
man society) to develop their move-
ment on a solid foundation, to clarify
the aims of the movement and zero in
on what social transformations are
necessary to gain emancipation and
in order to work out the strategy and
tactics of their movement.

Precisely because contempo-
rary Marxist-Leninist theory is essen-
tial to the success of the workers'
movement, the capitalist class does
everything to suppress this theory. At
all costs, the capitalists want to pre-
vent the workers from coming out as
a class for themselves, conscious of
their own aims. Thus, the bourgeoisie
concoct and propagate their ideology
on the widest possible scale in order
to de-politicize the workers, mystify
every social problem and cover over
the fact that it is the capitalist eco-
nomic and political system which is
the cause of our oppression and the
roadblock to social development.

Capitalist ideology especially tries to
obscure and mystify the basis of
change, development and motion and
the role of the working class itself as
the creator of the new, socialist soci-
ety. The bottom line of bourgeois ide-
ology is that social development has
ceased, that capitalism is the eternal
and best social system and that the
workers must remain forever as a
subordinate class – exploited, op-
pressed and excluded from the politi-
cal power.

In the fight against contem-
porary Marxist-Leninist theory, the
capitalists rely on social democracy
and liberalism. These political-ideo-
logical trends are imported into the
workers' movement through the la-
bor aristocracy and opportunism with
the goal of keeping the movement
under the domination of bourgeois
ideology. In addition to promoting ev-
ery illusion in the capitalist system and
the capitalist political parties, social
democracy and liberalism especially
work to prevent the workers from
coming out as a class for themselves
and unfolding a conscious, systematic
and independent political movement.
The social democrats and liberals
openly express contempt for theory
and insist that the workers, at most,
can concern themselves with certain
partial, immediate issues – with mi-
nor demands to partially ameliorate
their exploitation.

In fact, when such partial
struggles break out – such as
struggles against the privatization of
government services or against new
forms of capitalist exploitation such
as part-time work, the liberals and
social democrats work to isolate and
confine these struggles by refusing to
discuss the root causes in the anti-
social agenda of the government and

the crisis of the capitalist system.  But
it is only by developing such class
consciousness that the workers can
link together the many partial
struggles, develop their generalized
political movement and find perma-
nent solutions.

This contempt for theory is
closely linked with the conception of
social democracy and liberalism that
the working class is a backward class
– a slave class – incapable of think-
ing and acting independently on the
basis of its own aims and agenda.

The Workers Party holds that
the work of elaborating and popular-
izing contemporary Marxist-Leninist
theory is an important touchstone of
one's attitude and stand towards the
working class and its struggle for
emancipation. Only on the basis of
scientific theory can the workers re-
lease their creative and revolutionary
power, consciously organize their
movement and empower themselves.
Theory – that is the consciousness
of the workers about society and their
own movement – is the foundation
upon which the movement develops.
Theory alone gives confidence, con-
viction and scope to the movement
and provides the basis for working out
the strategy and tactics for advanc-
ing.

For example, in the course of
participating in many fronts of the
anti-war struggle, our Party always
zeros in on the capitalist-imperialist
system as the cause of war and ex-
poses the current features of U.S.
imperialism's drive for world domi-
nation. This theory is an essential part
of revealing the real class interests
behind the government's chauvinist
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nomic lifeline of Iraq being turned over
to foreign capitalists, but the U.S.
State Department and Pentagon also
retain control of the political and mili-
tary life of the country.  On the one
hand, the U.S. is seeking "legitimacy"
by propping up a "native" Iraqi regime
in order to carry out its exploitation
of the people through an alliance with
the internal exploiting classes.  On the
other hand, the Pentagon has worked
to set up a local army in Iraq, which is
integrated into the command structure
of the Pentagon and trained to carry
on joint operations with U.S. troops
using the pretext of the "war on ter-
rorism." In order to carry out this pro-
gram, the U.S. has deployed its mili-
tary to Iraq and occupies the country
with some 50,000 U.S. troops.

Thus, U.S. imperialism's en-
tire program in Iraq is a program of
domination and war.  Already, this ag-
gressive, colonial war has killed hun-
dreds and hundreds of thousands of
people in Iraq.  Those in Iraq who

Iraq
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resist the dictates of imperialism or
rise in defense of national indepen-
dence and economic sovereignty re-
main the target of U.S. aggression.
After more than seven years, U.S.
imperialism maintains its savage mili-
tary occupation and continues its war
against the people and it will con-
tinue on the path of war and rob-
bery until it is forced out – lock,
stock, and barrel – by the Iraqi re-
sistance.

But the Iraqi resistance, re-
gardless of what twists or turns it may
face, will force it out.  It will teach
the U.S. imperialists that neither the
guns nor the lies of the colonialists
can conquer the peoples. The stand
of the American people is to sup-
port Iraq's independence and sov-
ereignty by demanding nothing less
than the immediate and total with-
drawal of all U.S. troops.

U.S. Troops Out Of Iraq,
Now!

propaganda, of creating  the con-
sciousness necessary to unfold a sys-
tematic and pro-active anti-war
movement and of showing what so-
cial transformations are necessary in
order to realize the world of peace
and friendship so ardently desired by
the peoples.

In promoting the philistine
attitude of disregarding theory, social
democracy and liberalism get a great
deal of help from various "left" sects
which convert random "Marxist"
phrases into lifeless dogmas. Such
sects advertise themselves and are,
in fact, advertised by the capitalist
media itself as the staunchest "de-
fenders" of socialism and Marxism.
But the every day experience of ac-
tivists and workers shows that these
sects convert theory into religious
mantras and use these mantras to
split and marginalize the movement.
Such dogmatists have no interest in
solving the problems facing society
nor in helping the workers organize
themselves.  Rather these sects are
content to promote their "pet peeves"
from the sidelines and try to create
artificial divisions and factions
amongst the workers and people.

Contemporary Marxist-
Leninist theory is irreconcilably op-
posed to dogmatism which is noth-
ing but a form of bourgeois ideology
used to create artificial splits
amongst the people and sterilize hu-
man thinking by forcing it into pre-
made frameworks which acknowl-
edge only dogma and never reality.

Contemporary Marxist-
Leninist theory arises from the con-
crete analysis of concrete conditions
and is always in service of the ac-
tual movement of the workers for
emancipation.

Today, nobody should be
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fooled by the surface events. Despite
the continuing offensive of the capi-
talist class, a profound class polariza-
tion is deepening every day. The crisis
of capitalism presents urgent questions
concerning the path of social develop-
ment and every day the workers and
people are coming to grips with and
looking for solutions. Amongst other
things, people are very aware of their
deepening political alienation and
marginalization from political life,
people are looking for ways to resist
and reverse the anti-social agenda of
the bourgeoisie and fighting against

new forms of capitalist exploitation.
People are coming out in opposition
to the aggressive war program of
U.S. and world imperialism and as-
piring to create a world of peace and
friendship.

Contemporary Marxist-
Leninist theory starts from such ac-
tual contradictions and the profound
demands and needs of the workers'
movement and aims at working out
the  independent political program of
the workers and carrying through the
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Anti-Arab Racism is Part of the War
Program

Since the U.S. government
launched its aggressive wars against
Afghanistan and Iraq, anti-Arab rac-
ism and attacks on Muslims have be-
come part of the official ideology of
the U.S. government.

Leaders of both the Demo-
cratic and Republican Parties con-
tinually refer to the so-called “war on
terrorism” as a war against “Arab
extremism” and “Islamic fundamen-
talism.” Leading government officials,
side by side with the monopoly-con-
trolled media, spew out a constant
stream of racist venom, defaming
Arabs and Muslims as “violent,” “fa-
natical,” “barbaric”, etc.

This racism is not only an is-
sue of ideas. These ideas are part of
a systematic program of repression.
Over the last several years, thousands
of Muslims and Arabs have been ar-
bitrarily imprisoned. Homes have
been raided and places of worship
violated by police and state-inspired
gangs; Muslim charities have been
suppressed. On a daily basis, Arabs
and Muslims are profiled by police
and other government officials and
subjected to harassment, discrimina-
tion and persecution.

One of the aims of this rac-
ism is to vilify and dehumanize Ar-

abs and Muslims in order to justify
the U.S. government’s own heinous
crimes against the peoples of Iraq,
Afghanistan, Palestine and through-
out the Middle East and Central Asia.
In a new version of the theory of the
“white man’s burden,” this racist pro-
paganda denies the entire history of
the Arab and Muslims peoples, as-
serting that they are “not civilized”
and therefore require the “civilizing
hand” of U.S. colonialism.

This racism and stereotyping
is also designed to separate Arabs
and Muslims from the rest of the
American people, so as to ghettoize
and terrorize them. The government
wants to keep Arabs and Muslims
isolated in their own communities in
order attack them more easily and to
keep other Americans from hearing
their voices and supporting their
struggles.

This anti-Arab racism and the
stereotyping and attacks against
Muslims cannot be allowed to
pass.

Everything that makes us hu-
man cries out against the chauvinism
and the aggression of the U.S. gov-

ernment. The fight against the
government’s anti-Arab racism and
anti-Muslim stereotyping is a funda-
mental part of the American people’s
ever-mounting struggles to end U.S.
aggression in Iraq, Afghanistan and
the Middle East. The aim of the anti-
war movement is nothing less than
stopping all the wars of the U.S. gov-
ernment and helping to create a world
of peace and friendship in which the
sovereign equality of every nation is
recognized.

The very character of our
country — a country which brings
together peoples from every conti-
nent — cries out against the
ghettoization and defamation of any
section of the people.

The deepest aspirations of the
American people — to build a truly
democratic polity which recognizes
the equal rights of all human beings
— condemns the discrimination and
repression of the government.

The fight against anti-
Arab racism and anti-Muslim ste-
reotyping is an inseparable part
of the anti-war movement!  This
racism shall not pass!
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ideological and theoretical work nec-
essary to advance this movement.  A
starting point of the contemporary
Marxist-Leninist theory is to further
elaborate and popularize the program
of economic rights, democratic re-
newal, a democratic foreign policy and
socialism. Part and parcel of contem-
porary Marxist-Leninist theory is

working out the forms and methods
of the independent organization of the
workers themselves – the theory and
tactics of building the party of the
working class and the mass workers'
press, of the struggle for political
power, of the struggle against oppor-
tunism and social democracy, etc.
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